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Abstract: The purpose of this paper is to deeply discuss the role and practice of illustration in 
promoting the cultural value of Wenchuang (Cultural and Creative) derivatives. Firstly, this paper 
summarizes the definition, classification and combination of illustration and Wenchuang derivatives. 
Furthermore, the role of illustration in enhancing the visual appeal of Wenchuang derivatives, 
conveying cultural connotation, influencing market competitiveness and brand building is analyzed 
in detail. Through case introduction, the specific application and operation methods of illustration in 
different types of Wenchuang derivatives are shown. The research shows that illustration, with its 
unique visual language and rich cultural connotation, significantly enhances the cultural value of 
Wenchuang derivatives, enhances the market competitiveness of products, and provides strong 
support for brand building. This study not only enriches the theoretical system of Wenchuang 
derivative design, but also provides practical guidance and strategic suggestions for the deep 
integration of illustration and Wenchuang industry. 

1. Introduction 
In today's society, the cultural industry is increasingly becoming an important force to promote 

economic development. As an important part of the cultural industry, Wenchuang derivatives have 
increasingly prominent market potential and cultural value [1]. Illustration, as a visual art form, 
with its intuitive and vivid characteristics, plays an important role in the design of Wenchuang 
derivatives [2-3]. The purpose of this study is to explore how illustrations can enhance the cultural 
value of Wenchuang derivatives, which has both theoretical and practical significance. 

Theoretically speaking, this study is helpful to enrich and improve the theoretical system of 
Wenchuang derivative design and provide theoretical support for the application of illustration in 
Wenchuang product design. Through in-depth analysis of the role of illustration in the design of 
Wenchuang derivatives, we can further understand the internal relationship between illustration art 
and Wenchuang industry, and provide new perspectives and ideas for the research in related fields. 

Practically speaking, this study aims to provide specific operational guidelines and strategic 
suggestions for Wenchuang enterprises and designers. Through case analysis and empirical research, 
this paper explores the specific path of illustration in enhancing the market competitiveness, brand 
influence and cultural connotation of Wenchuang derivatives, which is helpful to promote the 
innovative development and brand building of Wenchuang industry. 

2. Illustration and overview of Wenchuang derivatives 
2.1. Definition and classification of illustrations 

Illustration, as a visual art form, refers to a painting that explains or artistically processes text 
content in the form of pictures [4]. It is widely used in books, magazines, advertisements, packaging 
design and other fields, and is loved by the broad audience for its intuitive and vivid characteristics 
[5]. 

According to the style and expression of illustrations, they can be divided into many types, as 
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shown in Figure 1. 

 
Figure 1 Classification of illustrations 

Different types of illustrations have different visual effects and expression techniques, but the 
common goal is to better convey information and express emotions [6]. 

2.2. Definition and characteristics of Wenchuang derivatives 
Wenchuang derivatives refer to products with market value which are based on cultural 

creativity and are derived by means of design, processing and production [7-8]. It usually combines 
traditional cultural elements with modern design concepts, and has high cultural value and market 
potential. The characteristics of Wenchuang derivatives are shown in Figure 2. 

 
Figure 2 Characteristics of Wenchuang derivatives 

2.3. Analysis of the combination of illustration and Wenchuang derivatives 
The combination of illustration and Wenchuang derivatives is mainly reflected in the following 

aspects: 
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Visual expression: Illustration, with its unique visual language, provides rich visual elements for 
Wenchuang derivatives, enhancing their visual appeal and artistic beauty. 

Transmission of cultural connotation: Through illustration, the cultural connotation contained in 
Wenchuang derivatives can be presented in an intuitive and vivid form, making it easier for the 
audience to understand and accept. 

Brand image building: Illustration helps to build the brand image of Wenchuang derivatives, and 
enhances brand recognition and market competitiveness through unique visual style and expression 
techniques [9]. 

Emotional resonance: Illustration can arouse the emotional resonance of the audience, make 
Wenchuang derivatives closer to the psychological needs of consumers, and thus enhance 
consumers' willingness to buy and loyalty. 

3. The role of illustration in promoting the cultural value of Wenchuang derivatives 
(1) The visual appeal of illustrations to Wenchuang derivatives is enhanced. 
In the design of Wenchuang derivatives, illustrations greatly enhance the visual appeal of 

products with their vivid images and rich colors. Exquisite illustrations can quickly attract 
consumers' attention to products and make products stand out among many competing products. 
Illustrators can create impressive visual effects through clever composition and color matching, thus 
stimulating consumers' desire to buy. 

(2) The role of illustration in conveying the cultural connotation of Wenchuang derivatives. 
Illustration, as a visual language, can intuitively show the cultural connotation of Wenchuang 

derivatives. Through illustration, designers can integrate traditional cultural elements, historical 
stories or regional features into products, so that consumers can appreciate the products and feel the 
profound cultural heritage. The transmission of this cultural connotation not only enhances the 
cultural value of products, but also enhances consumers' sense of identity and belonging to 
products. 

(3) The influence of illustration on the competitiveness of Wenchuang derivatives market. 
In the fierce market competition, the application of illustration can significantly enhance the 

competitiveness of Wenchuang derivatives. Unique illustration design can make products unique in 
the market and form differentiated competitive advantages. At the same time, the cultural 
connotation and emotional resonance conveyed by illustrations can also increase the added value of 
products and make consumers more willing to pay for them. Therefore, illustration plays an 
important role in enhancing the competitiveness of Wenchuang derivatives market. 

(4) The role of illustration in the brand building of Wenchuang derivatives. 
In the process of brand building, illustration also plays an important role. Through the unified 

illustration style and tonality, we can create a unique brand image and enhance the brand 
recognition and memory. In addition, illustration can also help brands convey values and ideas and 
establish emotional connection with consumers. In the long-term brand communication process, 
illustration has become an important part of brand assets, laying the foundation for the brand to 
accumulate loyalty and reputation. 

4. Case analysis of illustration in Wenchuang derivatives 
4.1. Case introduction of Wenchuang derivatives successfully using illustrations 

There are many successful Wenchuang derivatives that skillfully use illustration elements. For 
example, the Palace Museum has successfully created a series of products that are deeply loved by 
consumers by skillfully integrating illustration elements into Wenchuang derivative design. These 
Wenchuang products show the historical stories and cultural connotations of the cultural relics in 
the collection with exquisite illustrations, which not only make people feel the unique charm of 
traditional culture while appreciating aesthetics, but also meet the aesthetic needs of different 
consumers through various illustration styles. This innovative measure has significantly enhanced 
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the cultural connotation and market competitiveness of products and promoted the sustained growth 
of sales. 

More importantly, Wenchuang derivatives of the Palace Museum have established a distinct 
brand image in the market, enhanced consumers' knowledge and love of the museum and its culture, 
and further consolidated its leading position in the cultural and creative industries. For example, its 
Wenchuang ice cream is inspired by the precious cultural relics in the collection, and combined 
with exquisite illustrations, it not only tastes delicious, but also has high ornamental and collection 
value, as shown in Figure 3. 

 
Figure 3 Wenchuang ice cream 

These Wenchuang products, which combine tradition and modernity, aesthetics and practicality, 
have successfully brought a good brand effect to the Palace Museum and become a model of 
combining cultural inheritance and innovation. Through this successful case, we see the great 
potential and market value of illustration in the design of Wenchuang derivatives, and also provide 
useful reference and enlightenment for other cultural institutions. 

4.2. Illustrations in different types of Wenchuang derivatives application examples 
Different types of Wenchuang derivatives can indeed enhance their cultural value through clever 

use of illustrations, making them more vivid, interesting and rich in profound cultural connotations. 
In book design, illustration, as an intuitive visual language, can add strong visual impact to text 

content. Through illustration, readers can understand the plot, characters and scenes in the book 
more intuitively, thus improving the reading experience. For example, in history books, illustrations 
can reproduce historical scenes, making readers feel the charm of history as if they had traveled 
through time and space. In children's literature, illustrations can stimulate children's imagination 
and interest in reading. 

In clothing design, illustration can be used as a unique pattern element, adding a sense of fashion 
and personalization to clothing. Designers often combine illustrations with popular clothing styles 
to create unique fashion items. These illustrations may come from various cultural elements, such as 
traditional national patterns, modern abstract art, and even popular cartoon images. They not only 
make clothes more beautiful, but also reflect the personality and taste of the wearer. 

In the design of household products, illustration can add artistic flavor and cultural heritage to 
the home environment. Whether it is decorative painting, pillow, carpet or tableware, illustration 
can give it a unique cultural charm. For example, in Chinese-style homes, illustrations in ink 
painting style can create an ancient and elegant atmosphere; In the modern minimalist style of home, 
simple and lively line illustrations can add a touch of artistic sense. 

Generally speaking, the application of illustration in the design of Wenchuang derivatives is 
extensive and diverse, which can not only enhance the aesthetics of products, but also endow 
products with profound cultural connotations and personalized characteristics. 
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4.3. Operational approach 
When using illustrations in the design of Wenchuang derivatives, designers need to follow 

certain operating methods to ensure the promotion of its cultural value. First of all, we should 
deeply understand the aesthetic preferences and cultural needs of the target audience, and create 
illustrations on this basis. Secondly, we should pay attention to the integration of illustration and 
product, and ensure that the illustration style matches the product attributes. Finally, we should pay 
attention to the details of illustration, and show the unique charm and cultural connotation of the 
product through exquisite skills and ingenious ideas. 

5. Conclusions 
Illustration, as a visual art form, plays a significant role in enhancing the cultural value of 

Wenchuang derivatives. It not only enhances the attractiveness of products through rich visual 
elements, but also effectively conveys the cultural connotation of products, thus enhancing 
consumers' cognition and emotional connection to products. In addition, the application of 
illustration has also significantly improved the market competitiveness and brand building effect of 
Wenchuang derivatives, and injected new vitality into the innovative development of Wenchuang 
industry. 

Although illustration shows obvious advantages in enhancing the cultural value of Wenchuang 
derivatives, it also faces some challenges in practical application. For example, how to ensure that 
the illustration style is highly compatible with the attributes of Wenchuang derivatives, how to 
avoid the homogenization of illustration design, and how to improve the creative level and 
efficiency of illustrators. However, these challenges also give birth to great opportunities. With the 
increasing demand of consumers for personalized and differentiated products, illustration, as an 
important means to realize the uniqueness and cultural connotation of products, will continue to 
expand its market demand. This provides more cooperation opportunities and development space 
for illustrators and Wenchuang enterprises. 

Looking forward to the future, the combination of illustration and Wenchuang derivatives will 
present the following development trends: personalization and customization, cross-border 
cooperation and innovation, digital and intelligent technology application, sustainability and 
environmental protection concept. 
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